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AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT.

Some Very Pertinent Remarks Con-

cerning Our Normal School.

AdilreHH of Prof. HIIIcr, at the Opening of
the Normal School of New Mexico.

The speech of Prof. Miles, at the open-

ing of t he norma school on the 3rd inst.,
was unavoidably crowded out of our last
issue. We publish it this week in full.
The professor said :

Mk. C'iiaikmax, Laihks and GkNTI.K-mh- x

of Sii.vkk City, axi Pui'ii.s op thk
Noumai, School: Having listened to
the excellent address of Governor Kitch,
who has told you so ably and eloquently
of education and its growth in New Mex-
ico, you must conclude that there is
nothing left for me to say on that sub-
ject. When you have heard an extem-
poraneous address which will 1e deliv-
ered by Hon. J. J. Hell on lelialf of
Silver City and her citizens, you will
conclude that there is no place for me
either. Also when Prof. Sel by has ad-

dressed you on behalf of the" teachers,
the normal school and their functions,
vou will see clearly that there is nothing
left for me to say in that connection.
Then what am I here for? You might
infer that I am here to speak for myself,
hut no, there is another Isxly to he rep-
resented here today. The lxmrd of
regents, with whom rests the responsi-
bility of organizing and maintaining the
normal school, asks your sympathy and

in the arduous work that
devolves upon them. It was intended
that Mr. Madley should represent the
board on this occasion, hut as he is ab-
sent, I have lieen asked to sjx'ak a few
words in his stead.

I claim no credit to myself for the
position I occupy in relation to primitive
education in New Mexico, but I consider
i; an honor to have taught in the first
public school building in the territory,
the building across the street, built by
the independent school district of Silver
City. I am proud to have been one of
the first county siierinteiident8 to oper-
ate under the first real public school
law of New Mexico and as far as I k'now
was the lirst county suenntendent to
read a paper the territorial edu-
cational convention, and now, to Ihj a
member of the lirst board of regents of
the lirst normal school, is an honor
which I assure you I shall endeavor to
merit by executing faithfully the duties
devolved upon me.

"Wisdom and knowledge, as well as
virtue, diffused generally among the
body of the people, iK'ing necessary for
the preservation of their rights ami lib-
erties; and as these depend on spreading
the opportunities and advantages of ed-

ucation in the various parts of the coun-
try ami among the different orders of
the people, it shall be the dutv of the
li'nUiature and magistrates in all future
periods of this commonwealth, to cher-
ish tin' interests of literature and the
M'lcnivs and all seminaries of them."

The aluive quotation is reHected in the
co:is. ilution of the state of Massaehus-- e

ts a".d exhibits the spirit of the legis-
lature of that state in 1780. In line of
lie jsjlicy of the state of Massachusetts

and bore our national government had
fairly crystalized into form, in 1787, a
graiu of land wa- made for the mainten
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ance of public schools, the act declar-
ing "that religion, morality and knowl-
edge, being necessary to good govern-
ment and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education shall
forever lie encouraged."

In 1790, General Washington, in his
owning message to congress, reflects the
spirit in which our great" nation was
founded in these words : "knowledge
is, in every country, the surest basis of
happiness. In one in which the meas-
ures of the government receive their im-

pressions so immediately as ours from
the sense of the community, it is propor-
tionately essential." Later on in his
farewell address he gives this oft quoted
injunction: "promote as an object of
primary importance, institutions for the
diffusion of knowledge. In proportion
as the structure of public opinion gives
force to public opinion, it is essential
that public opinion should he enlight-
ened." Further down the line another
ray of light impinges upon the retina of
the nation's intellectual eye, and we
hear the silver tongued sage of Monti-cell- o

earnestly proclaiming his convic-
tions to the people in these memorable
words: "I look to the diffusion of light
and education as the resources most to
be relied on for ameliorating the condi-
tion, promoting the virtue and advanc-
ing the happiness of man." In re-

sponse to the sacred injunction of our
greatest statesman, the government has
set aside seventy-tw- o sections of the pub-
lic domain to each state and territory,
making over a hundred and forty mil-
lions of acres of land donated to the
states for educational purposes. This
spirit has animated national and state
legislation down to the present time and
many of the states have supplemented
these gifts by other grants and have
nearly all made liberal provisions for
education by direct taxation.

Today we stand by another mile stone
marking the progress of the star of empire
as it moves westward. We see with
pride our territorial legislature in Febru-
ary, 1891, extend to the children of New
Mexico the means of a primary educa-
tion. Actuated by the same benefieient
spirit and wise principles, it has given
us, by successive steps, respectively, our
agricultural college, school of mines,
university and normal schools.

It is very important to New Mexico
that we should have efficient work in the
lower grades. To more than nine-tenth- s

of our population the common schools
are at present not only the basis but the
superstructure and the apex of the only
system within their grasp. This is es-

pecially true of our rural districts and
mining camps. When to these facts it
is added that the country schools do not
continue in session on an average of
more than six months in a year, and
that many of the children fail to reap
the advantages that may Ihí offered, for
more than three or four months annu-
ally, we shall have some of the more
prominent features of the dillicult prob-
lem clearly liefore us. In the acts of
1891 we have a section requiring parents
or guardians to send to school at least
three months in the year able Wlicd
children lietween the ages of eight and
sixteen years. In this connection says
John Stuart Mill, "the uncultivated
cannot lie judges of the cultivated.
Those who need most to le wiser and
better usually desire it least, and if they
desired it, would be incapable of finding
their way to it by their own light. Ed-

ucation, therefore, is one of the things
which it is admissable in principle that

the government should provide for the
people. The case is one to which the
reasons of the prin-

ciple do not necessarily nor universally
extend." If parents or those on whom
children depend have the power of ob-

taining for them an education and fail
to do it, they commit a double breach of

duty toward the children themselves and
toward the members of the community
who are liable to suffer from the conse-

quences of ignorance and want of educa-
tion in their fellow citizens. It is there-
fore an allowable exercise of government
to impose upon parents or guardians the
legal obligation of giving elementary in-

struction to children. This cannot be
done without taking measures to insure
that such instruction shall be accessible
to them, and our legislators have seen
fit in their past experience to make this
wise provision.

Progress in all government, has been
found in self government: This is by
self activity, not by repression from
others: Therefore, we apprehend, that
our public school system is inefficient
and incomplete without normal schools.
If we undertake to have our citizens ed-

ucated, our honor is staked upon having
them well educated. The end can lie

attained best by teachers who have been
trained thoroughly in the common
branches; who are inspired with an
ideal such as only higher studies can.
give and who are ambitious, to realize that
ideal in the public schools. Our Nor-

mal school will be supported by the peo-
ple for the people. Its course "of study
should dip down to reach the public
school so that a boy or girl may begin
there to be fitted to teach. The same
course, if completed to graduation, should
fit its students to be a power in the
school room and in the social world.
The communities throughout our terri-
tory are furnished by nature with the
material support of education, but the
training and culture which teachers
must have, if they are to elevate the
schools can be provided only by the col-

lective wealth and wisdom of the state.
There are three immediate agencies in-

volved in education : the teacher, the
child and nature. A classification of

facts, the principles and the laws which
are embraced in their "inner connec-
tion" constitutes the science of pedagog-
ics: This inner connection exists among
objects of nature among the various
powers of the mind, and between nature
and the mind. That a teacher may
understand this inner law, he must have
a knowledge of nature and mind and
their relations. Out of this arises an
understanding of the training of his
preparation. A prerequisite of this
preparation must consist of a careful
review of the branches required to lie
taught in our common schools; it lieing
of course the first requisite of a' teacher,
that he should himself know well
that which he is to aid others in learn-
ing. Without going lieyond the three
branches, reading, writing and arith-
metic, I venture to say, that a man or
woman who possesses a thorough knowl-
edge of them is as rare as one of corres-
ponding eminence in any of the learned
professions.

The second part of instruct ion in a nor-
mal school is the art of teaching, to know
the matter to be taught, and to know it
thoroughly, are of themselves, though
essential, not all that isrequircd. There
is a peculiar art of teaching, the details
of this branch are inexhaustable, but it
is hoped that the most important prin-
ciples may be brought within such u


